
Name___________________________________________ Date_________________ Period__________ 

Mood & Characterization Study Guide (Honors) 
*Review class notes, text annotations, and practice activities 

 

Students should be able to respond to the following on a separate sheet of paper- 
 

1. What is a mood in literature?  

Mood is an emotional feeling created in the reader.  Some common moods are fearful, 

cheery, nostalgic, curious, surprised, etc. 

2. How do authors establish mood?   

Authors establish mood by using imagery, specific word choice, creating setting, using 

purposeful sentence structure, and dialogue. 

3. Authors use different techniques to develop complex characters.  We went over six in 

class; name three.   

Characters interactions with setting, how characters respond to moments of trouble, 

inner thinking and external actions don’t match, how characters respond/relate to other 

characters, character change, and conflicts/relationships with others. 

4. What makes a character static (be specific)?   

A static character is nonchanging- their personality/perspective remains the same 

throughout the story 

5. What makes a character dynamic (be specific)?    

A dynamic character changes their personality/perspective within the story. 

6. What is the difference between direct and indirect characterization?   

Direct characterization tells information about a character’s personality- no 

inferences need to be made.  However, indirect characterization shows to reveal the 

personality of a character. 

7. What are the four methods authors use create indirect characterization?   

The four methods of indirect characterization are speech, thoughts, actions, and effect 

on other characters. 

8. What are character foils?   

Character foils are two characters that have opposite characteristics. 

9. What is the purpose of authors including foil characters in text?   

The author uses foil characters to zero in on what they want the reader to notice about 

the characters. 

 

*In a Cold Reading: 
(These are not to memorize!  These are examples- you may practice in your IR novels or review 

annotations from in-class texts) 
 

-Students should be able to find mood within a text and defend their position with textual evidence.  

Students should also be able to explain what techniques the author uses to create that mood. 



 

Example:  In “The Monkey’s Paw,” the mood created in the reader is eerie and ominous.  At 

the beginning of the story, Jacob’s establishes the setting, describing where the characters live as a 

“beastly, slushy out-of-the-way [place]” (1).  The characters being isolate in the storm may cause the 

reader to feel ominous and even fearful. 

 

-Students should be able to explain and defend how authors use specific techniques to create 

complex characters. 

Example:  In “The Story of an Hour,” Louise Mallard responds to a moment of trouble, her 

husband’s death, by crying immediately, without any hint of denial.  Louise “wept at once, with 

sudden, wild abandonment, in her sister’s arms” (1).  This reveals that Mrs. Mallard is first 

distraught over her husband’s death. 

 

-Students should be able to identify and differentiate direct and indirect characterization, and make 

inferences about characters based on what the author presents indirectly. 

Example- Direct:  In “The Story of an Hour,” Chopin directly informs the reader of Louise 

Mallard’s health troubles.  She writes, “Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble” (1). *Remember- no 

inferences need to be made regarding direct characterization, because the author is directly revealing the trait. 

Example- Indirect: Chopin uses meaningful dialogue to show Louise Mallard’s traits and 

feelings.  During her moment of realization, Mallard exclaims, “free, free, free!” (1).  This leads the 

reader to infer that Mrs. Mallard is relieved that her husband has passed, and views her years ahead 

as a time of freedom. 

 

-Students should be able to differentiate between static and dynamic characters, and defend their 

claims using relevant textual evidence. 

Example- Static:  In “The Monkey’s Paw,” Herbert White is a static character, as he does not 

change throughout the text.  When conversing about the monkey’s paw, Herbert says, “with 

pretended horror, ‘Why, we’re going to be rich, and famous, and happy’” (3).  Throughout the entire 

text, Herbert remains a skeptical and sarcastic character. 

Example- Dynamic:  Conversely, Mrs. White serves as a dynamic character, changing 

significantly in the text.  At the beginning of the story, Mrs. White is doubtful of the paw.  She 

questions, “how could wishes be granted in these days?” (3).  Later on in the story however, she 

implores her husband to “wish [their] son alive again!” (5).  This signifies her dynamic change 

throughout the story, from someone who was skeptical of the paw, to a true and desperate believer 

in it’s worth. 

 



-Students should be able to identify foil characters in a text, and defend this claim using relevant 

textual evidence. 

Example: In “The Story of an Hour,” Josephine and Louise are foil characters.  Josephine is 

caring, empathetic, and supportive.  While her sister locks herself in her room, Josephine begs her, 

“open the door- you will make yourself ill” (2).  For the majority of the story, Louise shows her 

inconsiderate, and introverted side.  She tells her sister, “go away.  I am not making myself ill” (2).  

By creating this contrast between Josephine’s caring nature, and Louise’s blatant dismissal of 

Josephine’s wishes, Chopin is able to highlight these contrasting characteristics between both 

characters. 

 


